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On April 3, 2019, the federal 
Food and Drug Administration 
(FDA) published a notice in 
the Federal Register (available 
in full here) announcing a 
public hearing and related 
comment period regarding 
stakeholdersô experience with 
products containing the can-
nabis derivative cannabidiol, 
popularly known as ñCBD.ò   

By way of background, the 
Agriculture Improvement Act 
of 2018 (also known as the 
2018 Farm Bill) recently re-
moved ñhempò ï defined as 
cannabis and cannabis deriva-
tives with tetrahydrocanna-
binol (THC) concentrations of 
no more than 0.3 percent on a 
dry weight basis ï from the 
definition of ñmarijuanaò un-
der the federal Controlled 
Substances Act (CSA).  While 
hemp is no longer a controlled 
substance under federal law, 
hemp and any products de-
rived from it, including CBD, 
still remain subject to regula-
tion under the Food, Drug & 
Cosmetic Act (FD&C Act).The 
FD&C Act prohibits the intro-

duction into interstate com-
merce of any drug product 
that is not generally recog-
nized as safe and effective for 
its intended use(s) without 
prior approval from the 
FDA.  Because CBD is the ac-
tive ingredient in at least one 
FDA-approved drug, GW Phar-
maceuticalsô Epidiolex® , the 
FDA currently considers CBD 
products ï even those derived 
from hemp ï to be subject to 
this prohibition.   

However, products originally 
treated as drugs may be mar-
keted as foods or dietary sup-
plements (both of which are 
subject to substantially less 
onerous regulatory require-
ments than drugs) if so au-
thorized by FDA regula-
tion.  The public hearing and 
related comment period an-
nounced by the FDA are in-
tended to inform the agencyôs 
decision-making process re-
garding whether to promul-
gate such a regulation, as well 
as how to structure an appro-
priate regulatory scheme for 
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Have you ever wanted to check a version of the ORC to see when specific language was 
added to the code section?  Westlaw has a couple different ways to search older codes, 
here is one way to do just that.  Follow these steps below to get started. 

Tech Tip: Westlaw: how to search for specific language across  

older versions of the ORC  

Julie Koehne, Systems Librarian  

Step 1: 

Search for the ORC section you 

are interested in, hover over the 

ñHistoryò tab then click on 

ñVersions.ò 

Step 2: 

Enter the specific lan-

guage into the ñSearch 

within resultsò box and 

click the orange ñSearchò 

button. 
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Your results will only show 

the versions that have the lan-

guage.  In this scenario, the 

versions effective September 

16, 2014 and July 1, 2013 

have the language ñ(11) In ad-

ditionò, so the new language 

started in July 1, 2013.   

Step 3: 

To review the language click on the 

blue ORC section to go directly to the 

archived code, press and hold down the 

ñCrtlò while pressing the ñFò key to find 

the specific wording.  Type the lan-

guage in the find box and press enter. 




